
MARIJUANA USE IN RSD***

MARIJUANA AS MEDICINE
Despite the many uses for medical marijuana listed under Missouri's program, research indicates use only for nausea and
vomiting, spasticity due to MS, cancer pain, and neuropathic pain (The Health Effects of Cannabis and Cannabinoids, The National
Academies Press, 2017).   
Marijuana is not an approved medicine by the Food and Drug Administration. The FDA requires carefully conducted studies
(clinical trials) in hundreds to thousands of human subjects to determine the benefits and risks of a possible medication. So far,
researchers haven't conducted enough large-scale clinical trials that show that the benefits of the marijuana plant (as opposed
to its cannabinoid ingredients) outweigh its risks in patients it's meant to treat.
Cesamet, Epidiolex, and Marinol are prescription cannabinoids which are FDA-approved and legal to be prescribed in all states.

Middle School Use:  1.8%               
High School Use:      11.9%
State Average:           6.5%

14% of Middle Schoolers and 39% of High
Schoolers in RSD think there is little or no risk
in using marijuana once or twice a week.***

THC IN MEDICAL MARIJUANA
Tetrahydrocannabinol or THC is the chemical responsible for most of
marijuana's psychological effects.
In the early 90's, the average THC content in marijuana was 3.7%. In
2018, it was 15.8% (U of MS Potency Monitoring Program). 
The average marijuana extract contains over 50% THC with some
samples exceeding 80% (Marijuana: Research Report Series, NIDA, 2019). 

RISKS OF HIGH THC
Higher THC levels are linked to increases in emergency room visits
and may mean a greater risk for addiction.*

MARIJUANA AND ADDICTION
Research suggests up to 30% of those who use marijuana may
develop some degree of marijuana disorder.
People who begin using marijuana before age 18 are four to seven
times more likely than adults to develop a marijuana use disorder.*EFFECTS ON THE BRAIN

When people begin using marijuana as teenagers, the drug may impair
thinking, memory, and learning functions long-term.*

MARIJUANA BEHIND THE WHEEL
Research shows that marijuana use affects skills required for safe driving, such as

judgment, coordination, and reaction time.** 

Marijuana makes it hard to judge distances and react to signals and sounds on the road. **

As with any psychoactive drug, impaired driving can cause deadly vehicle crashes. **

   **Marijuana: Facts for Teens, NIDA, 2019

Federal law states that marijuana in any form is not legal for
medical or recreational use. Under the federal Controlled
Substances Act, marijuana is classified as a Schedule I drug,
meaning it has no currently accepted medical use, a lack of
accepted safety for use under medical supervision, and a high
potential for abuse. 

Marijuana legalization in the U.S. has fueled, rather
than eliminated, the black market. When growers
produce more marijuana than consumers can
handle, there is an increase in the amount of illicit
marijuana available (How Legal Marijuana Is Helping
the Black Market, Politico, 2019). 
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*Drug Facts: Marijuana, NIDA, 2019
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